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SOUTH FLORIDA

TRAVEL& LIFE

■ Leaders honored at SouthFloridaLGBT
PhilanthropyAwards.4
■ MorikamiMuseum’smoonlit gala its
first in a decade. 5

IN SOCIETY

CHANCE CHATS
ABOARD TRAIN

A2-day rail journey has its ups and
downs. For a frequent flyer taking
her first Amtrak trip, her favorite
part of the experience is getting to
knowher fellow travelers.11

IN TRAVEL

Back in the day, LindsayLohanwas
known for her acting. And itwas the
whip-smart teen comedy “MeanGirls”
that took her starlet status and blasted it
into the pop culture firmament in 2004.

That screenplaywaswritten byTina
Fey (“SaturdayNight Live,” “30Rock,”
“UnbreakableKimmySchmidt”), and
almost immediately therewere offers to
turn her script into the book for a
Broadwaymusical. You can see the
resultswhen the national tour begins a
two-week run onMarch 3 at the
BrowardCenter for the PerformingArts
in Fort Lauderdale.

Jeff Richmond— the composer of the
stagemusical, Fey’s creative partner and
her husband— recalls, “Wewere espe-
cially busy,working on ‘30Rock.’ It laid
in the back of our heads that if someone
was going tomake it amusical, it’s going
to be us.”

Richmond says the couple comewith
theater backgrounds and just couldn’t
resist the siren call of the stage.

“We alwayswanted to followour
roots back to doing a theater piece,” says
Richmond,whowas alsomusical direc-
tor for “SNL” and the composer of the
movie score for the 2018movie “Baby
Mama,”which starredFey and bestie
AmyPoehler. Richmondmet Feymet
when she joinedChicago’s SecondCity
improvisational company,where hewas
themusical director.

And yet Richmond adds that hewas
nervous about how to approach the
music for “MeanGirls.”

“I didn’twant towrite amusical full
of popmusic, very contemporarymusic
thatmaybe kidswould be listening to
today, butwouldn’t be listening to four
years fromnow.”

The creative team signed on lyricist
Nell Benjamin,whodid the score for
the stage version of “Legally Blonde”
with her composer husband, Laurence
O’Keefe.

“I remembermy first thoughtwas,
‘Please hireme,’ ” Benjamin says. “That
is absolutelywhat I thought. I think I
got the news frommyagent,whohad
heard a rumor about themusical. I

loved themovie obviously and, like any
womanwith any sense, I loveTina Fey.
Wherewas the downside. Iwas such a
fan.”

Thebook
The showdebuted onBroadway in

2018, putting song to the story of high
school girls negotiating a take-no-pris-
oners game of social cliques.

Danielle Wade as Cady Heron, from left, Megan Masako Haley as Gretchen Wieners, Mariah Rose Faith as Regina George and
Jonalyn Saxer as Karen Smith in the national touring company of “Mean Girls,” which will be in Fort Lauderdale March 3-15.

JOAN MARCUS PHOTOS

How ‘Mean Girls’
learned to sing
In Broadway musical
of beloved film, teens
belt out inner thoughts

By Rod Stafford Hagwood

Naturally, the teenage characters use social media in the modern Broadway musical
adaptation of Tina Fey’s 2004 film about high school girls navigating social cliques.

Adante Carter as Aaron Samuels and Danielle Wade as Cady Heron.

If you go
“Mean Girls” runs March 3-15 at the
Broward Center, 201 SW Fifth Ave.,
Fort Lauderdale

Showtimes: 8 p.m. Tuesdays-
Saturdays; 2 p.m. Saturdays (and
Wednesday, March. 11); 1 p.m. Sundays.

Tickets: $33 to $140. To order, call
954-462-0222 or go to
BrowardCenter.org.

See MUSICAL, 2

The sixth annual PalmBeachBook
Festival features a stellar lineup ofNew
YorkTimes bestselling authors. The festi-
val, sponsored by FloridaAtlanticUniversi-
ty’sDorothy F. SchmidtCollege of Arts and
Letters, begins10 a.m. to 3 p.m.March 21 in
FAU’sUniversity Theatre, 777GladesRoad,
BocaRaton. Tickets for the full day are $75,

and individual panel
tickets are $20 and$25,
and can be purchased at
fauevents.comor call
561-297-6124. Free park-
ing is includedwith ad-
mission, and lunchwill
be for sale. Formore
information, visit palm-
beachbookfestival.comor
call 561-297-2595.

Events include
“TwistedHistory,” Larry Loftis in conver-
sationwithLouis Bayard at10 a.m.

“YouDon’tHave to be Jewish (ToLove
This Panel)”with PatriciaMarx, in conver-
sationwithCathleen Schine (“TheGram-
marians”) at11a.m.

The ‘O’OprahMagazine Panelwill
address the social issues of immigration
and the opioid epidemicwith panelists
LeighHaber (OMagazine), LizMoore
(“LongBright River”) andKileyReid
(“Such a FunAge”) at12:10 p.m.

“Protest andPower:U.S., U.K. and#Re-
alFakeNews”will featureMarkThompson
in conversationwith political analysts
Joy-AnneReid andDavidKogan at 2 p.m.

ThePalmBeachBookFestival continues
intoBroward as it co-presentsMitchAl-
bom in a conversation discussing his latest
book “FindingChika: ALittleGirl, an
Earthquake, & theMaking of a Family” at 7
p.m.March 23 at theAmaturoTheater,
BrowardCenter ForThePerformingArts,
201SWFifthAve., Fort Lauderdale. In
“FindingChika,” Albom recounts the story
of Chika Jeune,whowas born three days
before the 2010 earthquake inHaiti. She

MARCH BOOK EVENTS

Albom,
Coben on
festivals’
lineups
Bestselling authors on tap at
Palm Beach, Jewish book fests

By Oline H. Cogdill

Albom

See AUTHORS, 2

rwbimini.com

GETAWAY. HIDEAWAY.
PLAYAWAY!

Resorts World Resident DJ Laz
March 27 – 29

PARTY WEEKEND
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Essentially themusical’s
bookmirrors the plot
points of themovie,which
was inspired by the 2002
nonfiction book “Queen
Bees andWannabes -Mean
Girls” byRosalindWise-
man.

The story followsCady, a
teenagerwhomoveswith
her zoologist parents from
thewilds of Africa to subur-
bia in theUnited States.
Cady has beenhome
schooled and is spectacu-
larly unprepared for the
intrigue andmaneuvering
of high school hierarchy.

Cady doesmanage to
make friendswith Janis
andDamian,who explain
to her that she should steer
clear of the Plastics, a trio of
popular girls led by queen
beeRegina,who rules over
all the studentswith her
lieutenants, Gretchen, an
insecure suck-up, and
Karen Smith, a stereotyp-
ical dimwit.

After falling inwith the
Plastics, Cady goes from
gathering intel for Janis,
whowants to destroy the
clique, to emulating all
theirworst traits (partially
because of her pursuit of a
first-time boyfriend,
Aaron).

“Pay attention towhat
happens to her,” points out
DanielleWade,whowas in
the showonBroadway and
is nowplaying the lead in
the national tour. “Don’t get
lost in the show…and the
high notes. There are con-
sequences for her. You
forget thatwhen you’re
watching a big pinkmusi-

cal. There are actual conse-
quences for everyone,
which I think people gloss
over sometimes.”

And there are little
things, too, smallmoments.
No spoilers here, but Rich-
mondhints, “Here’s some-
thing that’s hilarious that
slips by:During [the act
one song] ‘ApexPredator,’
watchKaren during the
animal transformation
moment. Priceless.”

One of the big differenc-
es between themovie and
the show is that social
media has been added to
themusical’s book, giving
thework awhole new
zeitgeist peg to hang from.
Of course the other big
change is that now the
characters have songs to
externalize their inner
thoughts.

Themusic
Benjamin says, “The

great thing about lyrics is
you have a littlemore time
to root around in the char-
acter’s brains and their
thoughts and bring them to
the stage.”

For example, the lead
characterCady is a “math-
lete,” something she hides
trying fit inwith the Plas-
tics and to get the attention
of a boy. “She’s a great
character for a lyricist,”
explains Benjamin. “She’s a
smart youngwomanwith
lots of vocabularies since
she’s amathwhiz. Aswe
move through themusical,
she picks up the slang
aroundher, usingwords
maybe incorrectly. And as
she gets better at it, you see
her at the height of her
plasticity. And then you get

to give her language back.
That’s a beautiful arc for a
lyricist.”

For his part Richmond
says he had to find the right
style and sound for each of
themain characters.

“ForDamian, he’s a high
school nerd. It didn’t feel
right that hewould be
singing pop songs. But
whenwewrote aBroadway
show tune, he came alive
andhis thoughts came
alive. For Janis, popmusic
didn’twork for her and
definitely not theBroadway
thing thatwe’d seenwith

Damian.We tried alterna-
tive, dark, grungy, a rock
anthem. Suddenly her voice
came alive.”

The queen beeRegina
tookmore time.

“I rememberwhenwe
first startedwriting it Iwas
thinking, ‘What is she going
to sound likewhenwe first
hear her?’” Richmond
recalls. “The soundwe
found for her, she’s like a
Bond villain. All hermusic
has a JamesBond villain
theme, dark, retro, seduc-
tive, sweeping sounds. That
felt right.Wewere in the

right ballpark for that, [we]
just freshen that soundup,
drippingwith sexy seduc-
tiveness. Everything is
bigger. InBond films, the
villains are bigger.”

Benjamin says shewas
mindful of themessage.

“Iwill sayTina and I,
having daughters around
the same age at the time,
therewas a free-flowing
conversation ofwhatwe
want to say to girls.We
thought that teenswon’t
listen to us, butwhat could
weput out there in the
culture that theywill listen

to us through these charac-
ters?

“Themovie has this
greatmessage about not
beingmean to one another.
But there is another layer
that is just saying, ‘Hey
girls, don’t bemean.’ And
what it is about is relational
aggression.Howdoes it
happen?Wedon’t really
value girls’ anger.We value
themwith howmany
friends they have, thatwe
don’twith boys. That’s very
dangerous. It’s dangerous
in school, in toxic relations
anddangerous later.”

MUSICAL
Continued from Page 1

spent her infancy in extremepoverty. After
hermother died giving birth to a baby
brother, Chikawas brought toTheHave
FaithHaiti Orphanage that Albomoperates
in Port AuPrince. A copy of the book is
included in the price. Cost is $40 formem-
bers, non-members or at the door, $50.
Register at ollifll.fau.edu/wordpress. Pro-
ceeds frombook saleswill be donated to
help children inHaiti.

JewishBookFestival
TheDiane&BarryWilen JewishBook

Festival continueswith three events at the
David Posnack JewishCommunityCenter,
5850 S. Pine IslandRoad,Davie. For reser-
vations, call 954-434-0499, ext. 336, or visit
dpjcc.org/culturalarts.org.

HeatherMorris’ novel “TheTattooist of
Auschwitz” vividly re-
creates the experiences
of Lale Sokolov,who
tattooed the arms of
thousands of prisoners
withwhatwould become
one of themost potent
symbols of theHolocaust.
Morriswill discuss her
novel duringBooks&
Bites, 12:30 p.m.March12.
Tickets are $10, RSVP
required.

Lionfish are an inva-
sive species that threaten
native sea life. Appar-
ently, they also are deli-
cious as JamesBeard
award-winning chef
Allen Susser shows in his
cookbook “GreenFig and
Lionfish.” Susserwill

showhow to turn lionfish into delicious
dishes beginning at 6:30 p.m.March19.
Prices range from$75 per person, includ-
ing a four-coursemeal, to $175 per couple,
including a four-coursemealwithwine
and the book.

HarlanCobendiscusses his latestNew
YorkTimes bestseller “TheBoyFrom the
Woods” at 7:30 p.m.March 25. Coben’s
newest thriller is about amanwith amys-
terious pastmust find amissing teenage
girl. Cost is $36 for one ticket, one book or
$50 for two tickets, one book; reserved
seating is available for $10 a seat.

LiteraryFeast serves up
authors

TheBrowardPublic Library Founda-
tion’s annual Literary Feast, one of South
Florida’s biggest book events, kicks off
April 3 and 4. Begun in1984, theLiterary
Feast has grown to include free public
panel discussions; AuthorDay for Stu-
dents, duringwhichwriters speak at high
school panel discussions at three different
venues; and dinnerswhere donorsmingle
alongside authors. Proceeds from theLiter-
ary Feast underwrite the Foundation’s
literacy programs.

The author dinners beginwith a cocktail
partyApril 4 at BahiaMar, 801Seabreeze
Blvd., Fort Lauderdale. Formore informa-
tion on any of theLiterary Feast events visit
bplfoundation.org/literary-feast or call
954-357-7382.

Free panel discussionswith the authors
occur from6 to 8 p.m.April 3 at the follow-
ing venues. Seating fills up quickly so reser-
vations are amust. (A percentage of all
sales at Barnes&Noble that night also is
donated to theLibrary Foundation.)

• “Fiction in Fort Lauderdale”with
moderatorGail Bulfin, Barnes&Noble,
2051N. FederalHighway, Fort Lauderdale,

954-561-3732. Authors are: TashaAlexan-
der, “In the ShadowofVesuvius”; Bruce
Holsinger, “TheGifted School”; Julia
Phillips, “DisappearingEarth”; Laura van
denBerg, “TheThirdHotel.”

• “Mystery in Plantation”withmodera-
torOlineCogdill, Barnes&Noble,
(BrowardMall area), 591S. University
Drive, Plantation, 954-723-0489. Authors
are: Jeff Abbott, “TheThreeBeths”; Carla
Neggers, “Rival’s Break”; PeterHoulahan,
“Norco ‘80: TheTrue Story of theMost
Spectacular BankRobbery inAmerican
History”; KweiQuartey, “TheMissing
American”;WendyWalker, “TheNight
Before.”

• “Panel in the Pines”withmoderator
MimHarrison, Barnes&Noble at Pem-
brokeCrossings, 11820Pines Blvd., Pem-

broke Pines,
954-441-0444. Authors
are:HollyGeorge-War-
ren, “Janis:Her Life and
Music”; AdamHiggin-
botham, “Midnight in
Chernobyl: TheUntold
Story of theWorld’s
GreatestNuclearDisas-
ter”; Susie Levan, “Get-
ting to Forgiveness:What
aNear-DeathExperience

CanTeachUsAbout Life andLove”; Adam
Platt, “TheBook of Eating: Adventures in
ProfessionalGluttony”;WilliamC.Rempel.
“TheGambler:HowPennilessDropout
KirkKerkorianBecame theGreatestDeal
Maker inCapitalistHistory.”

Festival of theArtsBoca
In addition to its strongmusical and

other events, the14thAnnual Festival of the
Arts Boca also has a strong books-related

component. Events are at
theMizner ParkAmphi-
theater andMizner Park
Cultural ArtsCenter in
BocaRaton. Festival
tickets range from$15 to
$150 per person and are
available at festivalbo-
ca.org, or call
561-300-4138.

The book events are at
Mizner ParkEast Tent, 590PlazaReal,
near theAmphitheater and are $35 at the
door:

•March 2 at 7 p.m.: JesmynWard is the
firstwoman and the first person of color to

win twoNational BookAwards for fiction,
for her novels, “Salvage theBones” and
“Sing,Unburied, Sing.”Ward discusses her
writing process andhowher experiences
growing uppoor and black in the South
influence herwork. A ticket option for
Ward is $45,which includes a copy of
“Sing,Unburied, Sing.”

•March 3 at 7 p.m.: Award-winning
author andNewYorker cartoonist Roz
Chast discusses her art, her family andher
work,which she chronicles in “Can’tWe
TalkAbout SomethingMore Pleasant?”

•March 4 at 7 p.m.: Global TED talk
speaker and professor of one of YaleUni-
versity’smost popular courses, “Psycholo-
gy and theGoodLife,” Laurie Santos dis-
cusses tips onhow to live your best life.

•March 5 at 7 p.m.: Political analyst and
national editor of “TheCookPolitical Re-
port,” AmyWalter discusses “WhereAre
WeNow?”Walterwill give her insight on
the 2020 elections andwhat towatch out
for in themonths ahead.

Sleuthfest is forwriters
Sleuthfest, the annualwriters’ confer-

ence featuring sessions onwriting,market-
ing and forensicswith an array ofwriters,
editors and agentswill beMarch 26-29 at
theDoubletree byHiltonDeerfield Beach,
100FairwayDrive, Deerfield Beach. Spon-
sored by the Florida chapter ofMystery
Writers of America, Sleuthfest has grown
into one of themost respected conferences
for authors at all levels. Guest of honor is
CatrionaMcPhersonwith authorsCharles
Todd, ConLehane, FrankieY. Bailey, Rich-
ieNarvaez, ChantelleOsman andAlex
Segura. Agents and editorswill take
pitches and participate in round table
discussions.More information is at sleuth-
fest.com.

Adjusting towidowhood
SouthFlorida journalist Leslie Streeter

andher husbandhad beenmarried five
years— together 6½years—whenhe

died fromaheart attack
in 2015. Streeterwas 44 at
the time, and devastated
from the loss. As awriter,
Streeter began penning
about her grief, turning
her feelings into her
memoir, “BlackWidow:
A Sad/Funny Journey
ThroughGrief for People
WhoNormallyAvoid
BookswithWordsLike

‘Journey’ in theTitle.” Thememoir details
her first year ofwidowhoodwith a raw,
honest and at times funny look at her new
life.

Streeterwill discuss her story at the
following venues:

March 2, Culture andCocktails in an
interviewwith JamesPatterson, presented
by theCultural Council of PalmBeach
County, from5 to 7 p.m. at theColony
Hotel, 155HammonAve., 561-472-3330.
Admission is $75 per person in advance,
$85 at the door.March11at 6 p.m. at the
Mandel Library, 411Clematis St.,West Palm
Beach, 561-868-7700; atMarch12 at 7 p.m.
atMurder on theBeach, 104W.Atlantic
Ave., Delray Beach, 561-279-7790,www-
.murderonthebeach.com;March16 at 8
p.m. at Books&Books, 265AragonAve.,
Coral Gables, 305-442-4408; 6:30 p.m.
April 4 during theWest PalmBeachLi-
brary Foundation’s FoodForThought at
theMandel Library,www.wpblf.org.

Streeter also is scheduled to be on “The
Today ShowWithHoda and Jenna” on
April 6.

Author luncheons
AlyssaMaxwell, author of ”TheGilded

NewportMysteries” and ”ALady and
Lady’sMaidMysteries,”will be the guest
during the annual scholarship luncheon
sponsored by theAmericanAssociation of
UniversityWomen, PompanoBeach
Branch, at11:30 a.m.March14 at theLight-
house Point YachtClub; 2701NE42nd St.,
Lighthouse Point. Tickets are $55. Reserva-
tions required; 312-316-6229 or email: pom-
panoscholar@yahoo.com.

TwoFlorida authorswill speak during
theHelenB.HoffmanFriends of theLi-
brary’s annual authors-fashion luncheon
beginning at11a.m.March 21at the Jaca-
randaCountryClub, 9200W.Broward
Blvd., Plantation. Tickets are $45. Contact
PamAlexander at 954-424-9464 for reser-
vations. Authors areWarrenRichey,whose
“Without a Paddle” describes his1,200mile
race in a kayak aroundFlorida, andDiane
Stuckart,whose latest amateur sleuth
mystery is “PeachClobbered.”

Mysterywriter and bestsellingNew
YorkTimes authorDiane Stuckart is the
guest speaker at theNational League of
AmericanPenWomen, Fort Lauderdale
Branch’smonthly luncheon at11:30 a.m.
March12 at PrimaVeraRestaurant, 2500E.
Commercial Blvd., Fort Lauderdale. Tick-
ets are $30; contact 954-288-7972 or visit:
www.lauderdalepenwomen.wixsite.com/
nlapw.

BrowardCollege Speaker
Series

The seventh annual BrowardCollege
Speaker Series kicks offwithWikipedia
founder JimmyWales onMarch12. Each

lecture begins at 7:30
p.m., in theAmaturo
Theater, at theBroward
Center for the Perform-
ingArts, 201SWFifth
Ave., Fort Lauderdale.
Tickets are $55 to $65.
Visit BrowardCollegeS-
peakerSeries.com.Wales
will discuss “What’sNext
inTech?: Thrive in a

‘Wiki’ Future.” Other speakers include
AbbyWambach, two-timeU.S. Olympic
goldmedalist,WorldCupChampion, April
29, and chef andhumanitarian JoséAn-
drés, onMay18.

Author notes
Barbara Fox,mysterywriter and pro-

ducer/director ofMysteryOn theMenu
Theater company, discusses her first chil-
dren’s book, “Alphabet Rhymes,” at11a.m.
March14 at Barnes&Noble, 11820Pines
Blvd., PembrokePines, 954-441-0444; at 10
a.m.March 28 at FairyTales, 2000Harri-
son St.,Hollywood, 954-822-4699.

The following authorswill be atMurder
on theBeachMystery Bookstore, 104W.
Atlantic Ave., Delray Beach, 561-279-7790,
murderonthebeach.com:

LindaRosen, “Disharmony of Silence” at
7 p.m.March 6; Charles Salzberg, “Swann’s
Down,” at 7 p.m.March19; ElaineViets, “A
Star isDead,” at 6 p.m.March 21; Debra
Goldstein, “TwoBitesTooMany,” and
CherylHollon, “Down inFlames,” at 7 p.m.
March 26;DeborahGoodrichRoyce,
“FindingMrs. Ford,” at 4 p.m.March 28; Al
Pessin, “SandBlast,” at 7 p.m. April 3;
RobertWatson, “GeorgeWashington’s
Final Battle,” at 5 p.m. April 4.

Nancy J. Cohen leads theworkshop
“Self-PublishingMade Simple” at 2 p.m.
March14 atNova SoutheasternUniversity,
ConferenceRoom2053, Alvin Sherman
Library, 3100RayFerrero Jr. Blvd., Davie,
FL 33314. 954-262-5466. Advance reserva-
tions recommended, https://sherman.li-
brary.nova.edu/

Deadline isMarch 20 for theApril roundup.
Email olinecog@aol.com.

AUTHORS
Continued from Page 1

Mary Kate Morrissey as Janis Sarkisian and the company of the national tour of “Mean Girls,” which will play Fort Lau-
derdale’s Broward Center for the Performing Arts March 3-15.

JOAN MARCUS

Susser

Coben

Ward

Wales

Streeter
Levan

Chef Allen Susser has written “Green Fig
and Lionfish,” a new cookbook featuring
recipes using lionfish, an invasive species
which threatens sea life and reefs.
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