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Mendes, Marsalis
cued for festival

BY MARCI SHATZMAN

STAFF WRITER

Tickets are on sale for the
11th annual Festival of the Arts
BOCA 2017 from March 2 to 12.
Among the performers are
Branford Marsalis, Sergio
Mendes & Brasil, the first
showing of “The Pink Panther”
movie with alive orchestra,
and a mystery violinist.

There’s already a count-
down at festivaloftheartsbo-
ca.org for ticket buyers who
log on before the new content
appears on the website.

Herb Alpert’s sellout show
with his wife Lani Hall, who
sang with Brasil ’66, inspired
the festival to bring in Sergio
Mendes on March 12, said
Charles Letourneau, artistic
administrator.

“Ipresented him this sum-
mer in Napa Valley and people
were dancing in the aisles,” he
said, recalling the California
wine country festival. “He has
a great show with 10 musicians
and singers on stage, and he
does his hits and new materi-
al.”

Showing an iconic film with
alive orchestra has become a
tradition for the festival, after
“Raiders of the Lost Ark” and
“West Side Story.” This time,
the 1963 “Pink Panther” movie

and the Henry Mancini Insti-
tute Orchestra at the Frost
School of Music at the Uni-
versity of Miami will perform
together for the first time.

“Nobody knew where the
music was and they finally
found it at [the University of
California, Los Angeles]. This
isahugedealandalegacy
project,” Letourneau said.
“The whole [Mancini] family
will come in for this, and we’re
honored the premiere will be in
Boca. It’s like finding a new
Beethoven manuscript.”

The festival has been reac-
hing out to the country’s first
family of jazz, and this year sax
player and composer Branford
Marsalis reached back.

“Finally the schedules lined
up, and he loves playing with
anorchestra,” Letourneau
said. “He’ll do two pieces, a
contemporary concerto writ-
tenforhim... and John
Williams’ music from ‘Catch
Me If You Can,’ ‘Star Wars’ and
‘Harry Potter.”

Marsalis will play March 3
with The Symphonia Boca Ra-
ton.

Also on the programin the
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Four seek Beach & Park District seats

BY MARCI SHATZMAN

STAFF WRITER

Two incumbents and their
challengers are in what is usually
a quiet race for four-year terms
as Greater Boca Raton Beach &
Park District commissioners.

It’s a runoff. The initial votes
on Aug. 30 didn’t exceed 50 per-
cent plus one. Now, voters who
live in the district will find the
candidates’ names on the Nov. 8
ballot. Commissioner Dr. Dennis
Frisch and Craig Ehrnst are run-

ning for Seat 1. Commissioner
Earl Starkoff and Erin Wright are
the candidates for Seat 3.

The district was set up in 1974
by the Florida legislature and in-
cludes residents who live in the
city, to the southeastern corner of
Palm Beach County, east of Flor-
ida’s Turnpike and south of Clint
Moore Road. The commissioners
who win will take their seat Jan. 1
on a five-person board that over-
sees projects funded by these
taxpayers. The new budget was
just approved at nearly $50.4 mil-

lion.
Why are you running?
Ehrnst: After my 2014 [Boca
Raton] City Council race, I at-
tended the city’s long-range goal-
setting meeting. At the 2016
meeting, the city had issues with
the district. The district was com-
plaining about communication
with the city. I did a full assess-
ment of the district’s role and re-
sponsibility and
discovered others

felt there needed
to be changes.
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State amendments, examined

BY MARCI SHATZMAN

STAFF WRITER

A county official did his best
to demystify four constitutional
amendments on the Nov. 8 elec-
tion ballot, but it wasn’t easy.

They’ve all been before vot-
ers before in other forms, so if
they look familiar, it’s because
they are, Todd Bonlarron, as-
sistant county administration,
said at the Oct. 18 Candidates
Forum of the West Boca Com-
munity Council.

Here’s the rundown:

AMENDMENT 1

Solar energy choices

Floridians already have the
right to have solar equipment
ontheir property to generate
electricity for their own use, he
said. “On the proponent side,
this is driven by utilities ... to

put forward. On the other side,
solar advocates say this may
make solar energy more expen-
sive in the future.”

AMENDMENT 2

Use of medical marijuana
for debilitating medical con-
ditions

This didn’t pass before, so
proponents “tightened the lan-
guage, named 10 conditions and
the caregiver would have to be
licensed,” Bonlarron said. “The
bottom line is, this would allow
for a broader distribution.”

AMENDMENT 3

Tax exemption for totally
and permanently disabled
first-responders

Voters already granted this
for spouses and those killed in
the line of duty. On the pro side
there’s protection: “This ex-

emption for first-responders
would still be up to the Legisla-
ture,” he said. On the con side,
“If you start creating exemp-
tions, it shrinks the tax pool.”

AMENDMENT 5

Homestead Tax Exemption
for certain senior low-in-
come, long-term residents

Thevalueofahomeap-
praised at less than $250,000
would be determined in the first
tax year if the owner applied,
Bonlarron said. “In some juris-
dictions when a property rises
to $250,000 they would lose the
Homestead Exemption,” he
said. “This would get it back.”
The senior would also have to
meet low-income and other re-
quirements to quality.

Visit dos.myflorida .com/e
lections/laws-rules/constitu-
tional-amendments.

March 10 performance with
18-year-old pianist Daniel Hsu.
Inthe past, the festival has
hosted world-renowned violin-
ist Itzhak Perlman, who will
perform at the Kravis Center
forthe Performing Arts on
Dec. 18.

Finally, four authors will be
speakersin the festival’s Au-
thors & Ideas program. They
are Pulitzer prize winner Jen-
nifer Egan, who wrote “A Visit
from the Goon Squad”; presi-
dential historian Jon
Meacham; and Brian Greene, a
theoretical physicist and au-
thor of “The Elegant Universe.”
Also coming is in Bob Mankoff,
cartoon editor for The New
Yorker.

“Brian Greene has dedi-
cated himself to bringing sci-
ence to the people,” said Cyn-
thia Brown, who puts the pro-
gramtogether everyyear.
“He’ll talk to AP physics stu-
dents at West Boca High.”

version of “La
iI'Ee Boheme” March
UGS 4 with The Sym-
phoniaanda
cast of young opera singers.

“A part of our mission is to
introduce people to new arts
forms,” said Charlie Siemon,
festival founder, chairman and
co-producer. The plan s to sell
$9.99 seats through the Kick-
starter funding program to en-
courage a younger audience.

“We’ll have subtitles in Eng-
lish above the stage” for the
first time this year, he said.

Two performers are consid-
ered prodigies.

“We think Joey Alexander
was stunning last year and we
were able to get him back,”
Siemon said. The Indonesian
jazz pianist will perform March
5 with Daniela Liebman, a clas-
sical pianist from Mexico.
They’re both 13.

“We’re not allowed to reveal
the name of the violinist until in
January” because of noncom-
petes, Siemon said of the

mshatzman@tronc.com
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